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HyperRAB® (rabies immune globulin [human]) – New formulation 

• On February 6, 2018, Grifols announced the FDA approval of HyperRAB (rabies immune globulin 
[human]) 300 IU/mL and 1500 IU/5 mL for postexposure prophylaxis, along with rabies vaccine, for 
all persons suspected of exposure to rabies, except persons who have been previously immunized 
with rabies vaccine and have a confirmed adequate rabies antibody titer, who should receive only 
vaccine.  
 

— For unvaccinated persons, the combination of HyperRAB and vaccine is recommended for 
both bite and nonbite exposures regardless of the time interval between exposure and 
initiation of postexposure prophylaxis. 

— Beyond day 7 after administering rabies vaccine, HyperRAB is not indicated, because an 
antibody response to vaccine is presumed to have occurred. 

 
• Grifols also manufactures HyperRAB® S/D, available as 150 IU/mL in 2 mL and 10 mL single dose 

vials. Other currently available formulations of rabies immune globulin include Imogam® Rabies-HT 
and KEDRAB™. All products are used for postexposure prophylaxis to rabies.  
 

• HyperRAB is twice the potency of currently available formulations of rabies immune globulin, offering 
a greater concentration of anti-rabies virus antibodies with each mL of volume, and possibly fewer 
injections. 

 
• Approximately 60,000 people in the U.S. each year are treated for postexposure prophylaxis 

following exposure to an animal that is known, or thought, to have rabies.  
 

• For patients who have not been vaccinated before, the Advisory Committee on Immunization 
Practices and CDC recommend immediate prophylaxis following exposure to rabies, including a 
rabies immune globulin injection directly into the wound site to prevent the virus from entering the 
central nervous system, which eventually leads to death. 
 

• HyperRAB should be administered cautiously to patients with a history of prior systemic allergic 
reactions following the administration of human immunoglobulin preparations. Epinephrine should 
be available for the treatment of acute allergic symptoms, should they occur. 
 

• The benefits of administering HyperRAB to persons with isolated immunoglobulin A (IgA) deficiency 
should be weighed against the potential risks of hypersensitivity reactions. Such persons have 
increased potential for developing antibodies to IgA and could have anaphylactic reactions to 
subsequent administration of blood products that contain IgA. 
 

• HyperRAB is administered by intramuscular (IM) injection only. It should not be administered 
intravenously because of the potential of serious reactions. It should not be injected into a blood 
vessel.  
 

• As with all preparations administered by the IM route, bleeding complications may be encountered in 
patients with thrombocytopenia or other bleeding disorders. 
 

• HyperRAB is made from human blood and may carry a risk of transmitting infectious agents, such as 
viruses, the variant Creutzfeldt-Jakob disease agent, and, theoretically, the Creutzfeldt-Jakob 
disease agent. 
 

• The most common adverse reactions with HyperRAB use during clinical trials were injection-site 
pain and headache. 

http://www.grifolsusa.com/en/web/eeuu/view-news/-/new/grifols-hyperrab-rabies-immune-globulin-human-300-iu-ml-receives-fda-approval-to-treat-patients-exposed-to-rabies-virus-infection
https://dailymed.nlm.nih.gov/dailymed/drugInfo.cfm?setid=6183eb49-fd6e-4ec2-b41f-8a8dcbd9d4f0
https://dailymed.nlm.nih.gov/dailymed/drugInfo.cfm?setid=bf845cf8-7c01-46c0-97cb-e73a121ff3a7
https://dailymed.nlm.nih.gov/dailymed/drugInfo.cfm?setid=53f2a23b-c479-4c24-8cab-ee7a33a2633e
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• Grifols plans to launch HyperRAB by late April – May 2018. HyperRAB will be available as 300 

IU/mL and 1500 IU/5 mL vials. Grifols plans to expand its vial size offerings of HyperRAB in the 
coming months. 

file://nas01762pn/RXSOL_Clinical/Drug%20Safety%20and%20Pipeline/RxNews/Resources/Templates/optum.com?elq_mid=10136&elq_cid=1812792&elq_ck=&elq=c94ed081f75e412faa0d967642a61572&elqCampaignId=&elqaid=10136&elqat=1&elqTrackId=ef980a4a60b140cc8022fa389df09caa
https://www.optumrx.com/

