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Giapreza™ (angiotensin) – New drug approval 

• On December 21, 2017, the FDA announced the approval of La Jolla Pharmaceutical's Giapreza 
(angiotensin) to increase blood pressure (BP) in adults with septic shock or other distributive shock. 
 

• Distributive shock is the most common type of shock in the inpatient setting, affecting approximately 
one-third of intensive care unit patients. There are approximately 800,000 distributive shock cases in 
the U.S. per year. Of these cases, an estimated 90% are septic shock patients. Approximately 
300,000 do not achieve adequate BP response with current standard therapy.  
 

— The inability to achieve or maintain adequate BP results in inadequate blood flow to the 
body’s organs and tissue and is associated with a mortality rate exceeding most acute 
conditions requiring hospitalization. 
 

• Angiotensin raises BP by vasoconstriction and increased aldosterone release. 
 

• The safety and efficacy of Giapreza was demonstrated in a clinical study of 321 adults with septic or 
other distributive shock who remained hypotensive despite fluid and vasopressor therapy. Patients 
were randomized to Giapreza or placebo. 
 

— The primary endpoint was the percentage of patients who achieved either a mean arterial 
pressure (MAP) ≥ 75 mmHg or a ≥ 10 mmHg increase in MAP without an increase in 
baseline vasopressor therapy at 3 hours. 

— The primary endpoint was achieved by 70% of patients treated with Giapreza vs. 23% with 
placebo (p < 0.0001). 
 

• Giapreza carries a warning and precaution for risk of thrombosis.  
 

• The most common adverse reactions (>10%) with Giapreza use were thromboembolic events. 
 

• The recommended starting dose of Giapreza is 20 ng/kg/min via continuous IV infusion. 
Administration through a central line is recommended.  
 

— Blood pressure should be monitored and titrated in response to Giapreza. 
 

• La Jolla Pharmaceutical plans to launch Giapreza in March 2018. Giapreza will be available as 2.5 
mg/mL and 5 mg/2mL vials. 

file://nas01762pn/RXSOL_Clinical/Drug%20Safety%20and%20Pipeline/RxNews/Resources/Templates/optum.com?elq_mid=10136&elq_cid=1812792&elq_ck=&elq=c94ed081f75e412faa0d967642a61572&elqCampaignId=&elqaid=10136&elqat=1&elqTrackId=ef980a4a60b140cc8022fa389df09caa
https://www.optumrx.com/
https://www.fda.gov/NewsEvents/Newsroom/PressAnnouncements/UCM590249?utm_campaign=FDA%20approves%20drug%20to%20treat%20dangerously%20low%20blood%20pressure&utm_medium=email&utm_source=Eloqua
http://lajollapharmaceutical.com/2017/12/la-jolla-pharmaceutical-company-announces-initiation-of-multicenter-randomized-phase-2-clinical-study-of-ljpc%E2%80%91401-in-patients-with-hereditary-hemochromatosis/
http://lajollapharmaceutical.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/12/Final-Approved-Label.pdf
http://lajollapharmaceutical.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/12/Final-Approved-Label.pdf

