
 

 

 

 

OptumRx® specializes in the delivery, clinical management and affordability of prescription medications and consumer health products. 
We are an Optum® company — a leading provider of integrated health services. Learn more at optum.com. 

All Optum® trademarks and logos are owned by Optum, Inc. All other brand or product names are trademarks or registered marks of their 
respective owners. 

This document contains information that is considered proprietary to OptumRx and should not be reproduced without the express written 
consent of OptumRx.  

RxNews® is published by the OptumRx Clinical Services Department. 

©2017 Optum, Inc. All rights reserved. 

optumrx.com 
 

Lucentis® (ranibizumab) – New indication 

• On April 17, 2017, Genentech announced the FDA approval of Lucentis (ranibizumab) for the 
treatment of patients with diabetic retinopathy (DR).  
 

• Lucentis is also approved for the treatment of neovascular (wet) age-related macular degeneration, 
macular edema following retinal vein occlusion, diabetic macular edema (DME), and myopic 
choroidal neovascularization. 

 
• DR, the most common cause of vision loss in people with diabetes, is the leading cause of blindness 

among adults aged 20 to 74 and affects nearly 7.7 million people in the U.S.  
 

• Lucentis is the first FDA approved drug to treat DR in people who have been diagnosed with or 
without DME, a complication of DR that causes swelling in the back of the eye.  

 
• The efficacy and safety of Lucentis for the treatment of DR were evaluated in sham-controlled and 

active-controlled clinical studies of 1,064 patients. The active-controlled study compared Lucentis to 
panretinal photocoagulation. 

 
— In the sham-controlled studies, the Lucentis-treated patients demonstrated greater 

improvements from baseline in DR severity scores vs. the sham treatment groups (9% - 
39% vs. 0% - 7%. respectively, p < 0.05 for all comparisons).  

— In the active-controlled study, Lucentis-treated patients demonstrated improvements from 
baseline in DR severity scores. Improvements were observed in patients with and without 
baseline DME (31.7% - 58.5% and 28.4% - 37.8%, respectively). 
 

• Similar to the recommended dose of Lucentis for the treatment of DME, the recommended dose for 
the treatment of DR is 0.3 mg administered by intravitreal injection once a month (approximately 28 
days). 
 

• Refer to the Lucentis drug label for dosing recommendations for all other indications. 
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