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Janssen COVID-19 Vaccine — CDC updates recommendation

e On December 16, 2021, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention’s (CDC) Advisory
Committee for Immunization Practices (ACIP) met to vote on updated recommendations for use of
the Janssen COVID-19 vaccine.

e The ACIP voted unanimously in favor of a statement indicating that mMRNA COVID-19 vaccines are
clinically preferred over Janssen’s COVID-19 vaccine to prevent COVID-19 among people aged 18
years and older.

e The CDC presented information from the Vaccine Adverse Event Reporting System (VAERS) on 54
cases of thrombosis with thrombocytopenia syndrome (TTS) following vaccination with a single dose
of the Janssen vaccine between March 2 and August 31, 2021.

— Overall, 3.83 TTS cases were reported per million doses.

— The highest rates of TTS occurred among women aged 30 - 39 years (n = 11; 10.6 cases
per million) and among women aged 40 - 49 years (n = 10; 9.02 cases per million).

— All the patients were hospitalized with nine patients discharged to post-acute care facilities,
37 discharged home, and eight dying in the hospital.

— One additional patient died after August 31, 2021.

e The CDC director approved this recommendation shortly after the meeting.
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