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Pfizer/BioNTech COVID vaccine — CDC’s ACIP votes to recommend vaccine for children 5
—11 years of age

e On November 2, 2021, the Center for Disease Control and Prevention’s (CDC’s) Advisory
Committee on Immunization Practices (ACIP) met to discuss the updated emergency use
authorization (EUA) for Pfizer/BioNTech’s COVID-19 vaccine in children 5-11 years of age, which
was revised on October 29, 2021.

— The recommended dose of Pfizer/BioNTech’s COVID-19 vaccine for individuals 5-11 years
of age is two doses of 10 mcg (0.2 mL) given intramuscularly (IM) 21 days apart.

— The Pfizer/BioNTech COVID-19 vaccine for individuals 5-11 years of age is supplied in a
multiple dose vial with an orange cap and a label with an orange border.

¢ While considering the overall risk vs benefit of COVID-19 vaccination in children, the ACIP
mentioned the following:

— In children 5-11 years of age, there have been 1.9 million cases of COVID-19 reported with
>8,300 cases hospitalized.

— Approximately one-third of children 5-11 years of age have required ICU admission.

— In addition, COVID-19-related multisystem inflammatory syndrome in children (MIS-C) is
most frequent in children 5-11 years of age, and post-COVID conditions have been reported
in children.

o ACIP discussed epidemiology of COVID-19 in this age group, effectiveness and safety of the
vaccine in this age group, and implementing a vaccine pediatric program.

— The ACIP felt the benefits of the vaccine outweighed any risks in children 5-11 years of age.

e After extensive discussion, ACIP voted unanimously in favor of vaccination with Pfizer/BioNTech
COVID-19 vaccine (2-doses, 10 mcg, IM) for children 5-11 years of age, under an EUA.

— These recommendations are for the initial primary series of two doses and does not include
additional doses for immunocompromised individuals or boosters

— Additional information about immunocompromised children and booster doses will be
presented to the ACIP when the data is available.

e The CDC'’s Director officially accepted the ACIP’s recommendations shortly after the meeting on
November 2.

What’s Next:

e The government will begin sending out supplies of the Pfizer/BioNTech COVID-19 pediatric vaccine.
The vaccine program for children is expected to be at full strength beginning November 8, 2021.

N
Y

~€ O PT U M ! optumrx.com

OptumRx® specializes in the delivery, clinical management and affordability of prescription medications and consumer health products.
We are an Optum® company — a leading provider of integrated health services. Learn more at optum.com.

All Optum® trademarks and logos are owned by Optum, Inc. All other brand or product names are trademarks or registered marks of their
respective owners.

This document contains information that is considered proprietary to OptumRx and should not be reproduced without the express written
consent of OptumRXx.

RxNews® is published by the OptumRx Clinical Services Department.

©2021 Optum, Inc. All rights reserved.


file://nas01762pn/RXSOL_Clinical/Drug%20Safety%20and%20Pipeline/RxNews/Resources/Templates/optum.com?elq_mid=10136&elq_cid=1812792&elq_ck=&elq=c94ed081f75e412faa0d967642a61572&elqCampaignId=&elqaid=10136&elqat=1&elqTrackId=ef980a4a60b140cc8022fa389df09caa
https://www.optumrx.com/
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/acip/meetings/downloads/agenda-archive/agenda-2021-11-2-3-508.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/acip/meetings/downloads/agenda-archive/agenda-2021-11-2-3-508.pdf
https://www.fda.gov/media/153714/download
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/acip/meetings/downloads/slides-2021-11-2-3/08-COVID-Oliver-508.pdf
https://www.reuters.com/world/us/vaccine-program-5-11-year-olds-be-fully-operational-by-next-week-white-house-2021-11-01/

